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PROVIDENCE,  RHODE  ISLAND 


Sept.  10,  1951 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Your  questionnaire  concerning 
Lincoln's  speaking  in  Providence  has 
been  turned  over  to  me  by  the  Public 
Library.     They  thought  I  was  supposed 
to  know  all  about  Lincoln. 

In  this  case  there  is  not  much  to 
know.     The  house  where  Lincoln  slept  is 
still  standing,  and  photographs  of  it 
could  be  obtained.     There  is  a  new  guide 
to  Providence,  selling  for  fifty  cents, 
that  contains  a  picture  of  the  house,  with 
bri6f  mention  of  the  Lincoln  interest. 

I  presume  in  your  inquiry  about 
Woonsocket  you  have  heard  from  Mr.  Kelsey 
Ballou  Sweat,  as  he  is  in  the  library  there. 
He  has  done  considerable  research  into 
Lincoln's  New  England  trips.     I  think  he 
told  me  he  receives  Lincoln  Lore,  so  you 
have  probably  corresponded  with  him  before. 

You  probably  Imow  of  the  seated  statue 
of  Lincoln  by  Andrew  O'Connor,  that  is  to  be 
placed  in  our  State  House  grounds .     I  have 
just  called  up  the  man  in  charge  of  raising 
funds  to  have  it  set  up,  and  he  says  they 
expect  to  have  enough  so  that  it  will  be 
in  place  by  next  Memorial  Day.     This  is 
not  a  very  good  time  to  raise  such  funds. 

I  hope  this  slight  information  will 
be  o^  some  use  to  you. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Custodian,  Lincoln  collection. 


providence,  S.  I. 

Lincoln  Questionnaire 


Name  of  town'^^O^^^^V'^t^e^         County    T'roVideUce,  State~RKod^ 

Date  or  dates  when  Lincoln  spoke  there         Ve-V)        i  ^  SljO  

Has  a  marker  or  monument  ev8r  been  erected  to  commemorate  his  address?  No 
If  so,  when  was  it  dedicated?   

Is  any  literature  referring  to  it,  or  a  photograph  of  it  available? 
Ho.  

Any  further  information  such  as  donor,  inscription  on  tablet,  or  other  data  of 
interest  would  be  appreciated. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 


ADMINISTRATION  BUILDING 


20  SUMMER  STREET 


PROVIDENCE,    R.  I. 


December  8,  1936 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  V7ayne ,  Indiana 

My  dear  Dr.  Warren: — 

Miss  Derry,  at  your  suggestion,  sent  me  a  splendid  file 
of  "Lincoln  Lore".    Already  it  has  "been  pressed  into  service 
and  we  anticipate  much  use  for  it  throughout  the  schools 
within  the  next  two  years. 

I  have  not  decided  yet  as  to  the  photostat  copies,  but 
will  let  you  know  later.     I  deeply  appreciate  all  that  you 
have  done  for  me . 

In  glancing  hastily  over  the  places  visited  by  Lincoln, 
previous  to  his  election,  I  thought  Rhode  Island  v/as  not  mentioned. 
Unfortunately,  1  have  loaned  that  particular  issue  and  so 
cannot  definitely  refer  to  it.    Lincoln  came  to  Providence  on 
his  way  to  visit  his  son  who  had  failed  in  his  college  examinations. 
This  v;as  directly  after  the  Cooper  Institute  address  and  his  speech 
here  ansvrered  the  criticism  of  the  newspapers  regarding  that 
address . 

The  house  on  V/ashington  Street  where  he  stayed  as  guest 
of  Mr .Eddy,  a  member  of  the  Committee,  is  still  standing  and 
in  fairly  good  condition.  That  street  however,  is  no  longer 
residential  and  the  house  is  now  a  third-rate  boarding  house. 
If  you  would  care  to  have  a  photograph  of  the  house,  I  shall 
be  very  glad  to  have  one  taken  for  you. 

AS  Tercentenary  Representative,  ^  virote  the  Radio  plays 
given  last  year  by  the  Junior  High  Schools  of  this  city.  I 
called  them  "High  Lights  in  Rhode  island  ni story"  and  among 
them  v/as  one,  called  "'A^ien  Lincoln  Came  to  Providence",     I  am 
sending  you  a  copy  of  this  because,  while  there  was  little 
factual  material  available  on  the  speech,  the  newspapers  gave 
me  glimpses  of  actual  happenings  of  that  time,     I  doubt  if  this 
V7ill  be  of  any  practical  value  to  you,  but  I  felt  perhaps  you 
would  be  good  enough  to  find  it  interesting, 

■;/ill  you  tell  me  please  where  one  could  get  photostats  of 
some  of  Lincoln* s  Messages  and  would  you  tell  me  too,  where 
one  might  get  the  best  Lincoln  post-cards,     I  would  like  to  . 
suggest  that  one  of  our  students,  in  our  Classical  ij.igh  School, 
took  an  exceptionally  fine  night  picture  of  the  Statue  at  the 
Lincoln  Memorial.    ".Tould  you  care  to  have  a  copy? 

Again,  I  thank  you  most  sincerely. 


Sincerely, 


WHEN  LINCOLN  CiWiE  TO  PROVIDENCE 


Reader        It  is  a  cold,  dreary  day  in  February,  1860.     The  members  of  tiie 
family  are  in  tiie  parlor  of  their  home,  a  dignified,  late  Vic- 
torian house  still  standing  on  Washington  Street.    Mrs.  Eddy  is 
seated  in  a  comfortable  armchair  near  the  grate  in  which  a  coal- 
fire  is  burning  merrily.     3he  has  a  small  shawl  over  her  shoulders 
and,  although  she  is  embroidering  busily,  she  often  stops  to  warm 
her  hands  at  the  fire. 

Her  daughter  is  working  on  a  motto.     The  son,  a  boy  of  seventeen 
is  pacing  back  and  forth  v/aiting  for  a  friend  with  whom  he  is 
going  skating.     Mr.  Eddy  stands  at  the  marble  topped  centre 
table  with  the  morning  paper  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  Eddy    That  was  a  stirring  speech  Mr.  Lincoln  made  in  New  York,  my  dear. 
I  hope  he  will  be  in  the  saiae  mood  when  he  speaks  here. 

Mrs.  Eddy  I'm  sure  he  will  be,  for  your  sake  at  least.     Being  chairman 

of  the  lecture  committee  is  a  dirricult  position.     I  was  speak- 
ing of  that  to  Mrs.  Padelford  the  other  day^     I  told  her  that 
I  was  worried  about  it.     She  asked  what  I  would  do  if  you  were 
campaigning  to  be  governor  as  her  husband  is,  but  I  think  this 
is  quite  as  bad,  in  fact  worse. 

V/alter        In  this  job,  father  gets  ...ll  the  vv'ork  and  none  of  the  glory. 

Mr.  Eddy    My  son,  why  are  you  not  more  careful  of  your  jiinglish?    The  word 
"job"  has  a  rather  comiaon  sound. 

B,lary  Eddy  Yes,  it  sounds  like  a  street  cleaner  or  a  coal  heaver,  doesn»t 
it  father? 

V/alter  You  are  not  so  careful  about  your  words,  sis,  when  father  and 
mother  are  not  around. 

Mrs.  j^ddy  Children,  children,  stop  this  minute.    Your  father  and  I  talS:- 
ing.     I  don't  know  v;hat  is  happening  to  the  young  people  of 
today.     They  are  so  rude  and  unmannerly. 

v:t.  Eddy    Never  mind,  wife,  they  will  outgrov/  it.    You  and  I  were  brought 
up  more  strictly.    We  never  spoke  until  our  elders  told  us  to, 
but  life  is  different  now.    Are  you  cold,  my  dear? 

Mrs.  Eddy  Yes,  I  am.  I  a..x  worrying  about  the  room  where  Mr.  Linciiln  is 
to  sleep.  I  am  afraid  he  v/ill  catch  cold,  for  the  climate  of 
Kev/  England  is  harsher  than  the  Middle  West. 

Mr.  Eddy  Ring  the  bell  for  Ellen.  I  want  to  be  sure  that  everyting  is 
right  before  I  leave. 

Belllrings 

Mrs.  Eddy  Ellen,  Mr.  Eddy  v/ishes  to  be  sure  that  the  room  in  which  Mr. 

Lin<goln  is  to  sleep  is  v;ell  prepared.    He  may  be  our  next 
president  and  it  is  a  great  honor  to  nave  him  vdth  us  even  for 
a  short  time . 


\ 
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Ellen         Indeed,  I  knov^r  it,  ma'am.     I've  cleaned  everything  so  that  it 
shines  like  glass. 

Mr.  Eddy    Be  sure  there  are  plenty  of  blankets,  Ellen.    Have  Thomas  start 
the  grate  early  in  the  evening  and  keep  the  fore  going.     It  will 
be  quite  late  v/hen  Mr.  Lincoln  and  I  come  back  from  the  meeting 
and  he  will  want  a  v^arm  room. 

Ellen         Yes,  sir.     I'll  look  after  that.     Tom  said  he  would  stay  around 
all  evening  so  that  everything  would  be  comfortable. 

5^  5^  5jc  Jifc  5|c  5^  3^  5jp  3|c      Sj^  ?^  5^  Sj**  ?p  *^  5^       Sjc      3^  Sjc  3^ 

Mr.  Padelford      Good  morning,  Mr.  Eddy, and  Mrs.  Eddy. 

Mr.  Eddy    Good  morning  Mr.  padelford.     ^^re  the  plans  all  made?    Am  I  to 
go  to  Stonington  to  meet  Lir.  Lincoln? 

Mr.  padelford        Yes,  you  are  to  go  on  the  noon  train  and  wait  until  he 
arrives  from  Kew  York.     But  my  sleign  is  outside  ana  my  norses 
won't  wait.     You  will  pardon  me,  Mrs.  Eddy,  if  I  take  your 
husband  away  with  me.     There  are  many  things  to  talk  over. 

Walter        Come  in  and  see  mother  a  minute,  Tom.     Did  you  know  Mr.  Lincoln 
is  going  to  stay  with  us  tonight? 

Tom  Good  morning  Mrs.  Eddy.     Yes,  I  knev/  about  it.     You  haven't 

talked  about  anything  else  for  a  v/eek.  I  v;ish  my  father  were 
chairman  of  the  committee  buy  he  says  I  can't  even  go  to  hear 
Mr.  Lincoln  because  there  vi/ill  be  such  a  great  crov/d. 

Walter  Vifasn't  it  lucky  that  Robert  Lincoln  failed  in  his  examinations 
for  Harvard? 

Mrs.     Eddy  Lucky  perhaps  for  Providence.     It  is  said  that  Mr.  Lincoln 
would  never  have  come  through. New  England  at  all,  if  he  were 
not  planning  to  go  to  Exeter  to  see  how  Robert  is  studying. 
Daughter,  there  is  Lydia  going  up  the  street.     I  think  she  is 
coming  in. 

Reader  A  fashionabl]^  dressed  young  lady,  well  muffled  up  in  furs  runs 
into  the  room,  i^s  her  hoop  skirt  sways,  her  fur  trimmed  boots 
are  seen, 

Lydia         please,  Mrs.  Eddy,  will  you  let  Mary  come  sleighing  with  me? 

It  is  cold  I  know,  but  if  we  are,  well  wrapped  up  it  will  bring 
roses  to  our  cheeks, 

Mrs.  Eddy  7/ell ,  for  a  little  v/hile.    How  pretty  your  boots  are,  Lydia. 
Are  they  nev/? 

Lydia         Yes,  mother  brought  "them  home  from  Hew  York,  and  see  my  new 
earrings  made  of  her  hair. 


Mary 


It's  just  like  the  bracelet  mather  had  made  for  me.  Plair 
v/ork  is  80  fashionable  now. 
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y/alter 
Mrs.  Eddy 

V/alter 
Reader  / 


Lincoln 

conductor 

Lincoln 
Conductor 

Lincoln 


conductor 

Lincoln 

Conductor 

Lincoln 

I:.r .  xCddy 
Lincoln 

l-'r .  Eddy 


Reader 


V/ell  goodbye,  mother.     I'll  be  home  for  dinner.    Many,  if 
you  girls  want  to  be  warm  why  do  you  wear  those  hoopskirts? 

V/later,  I'm  ashamed  of  you.    Ladies'   clothes  are  not  to  be 

discussed  by  youn^^  gentlemen.     Kow  go  out  with  Tom,  and 

please  try  to  behave  like  a  gentleman  v^lien  Mr.  Lincoln  is  here. 

I'll  do  my  best,  mother,  but  he  loves  a  joke  too.    YiTnat  funny 
stories  that  man  can  tell. 

Abraham  Lincoln  is  seated  alone  in  the  train  reading  the  account 
of  his  speech  given  the  night  before  at  Cooper  Institute  in 
New  York.'    He  reads  carefully  and  than  after  rolling  the  papers^ 
places  them  in  his  high  hat  v;hich  is  beside  him  on  the  seat. 

They  surely  didn't  liKe  what  I  said  and  yet  it  was  gospel  truth. 
I  v/onder  if  I  did  right  in  coming  to  New  England  to  speak,  per- 
haps, if  I  ever  had  a  chance,  I  have  throvm  it  away  now. 

Tickets.  Tickets,  please.    All  ready,  everyone.     Next  stop, 
Stonington.    Leave  no  parcels  in  the  train.  Tickets. 

Here  is  mine,  sir,  safe  in  tne  ribbon  of  my  hat. 

^re  you  jn^braham  Lincoln  by  any  chance?    I'd  know  you  from  your 
pictures,  or  l  think  I  would  sir. 

Yes,  i  am  he.     That  makes  me  think  of  the  man  who  gave  me  a 
jack-knofe  ones,    ne  had  been  given  it  beaause  he  was  homely 
and  he  saved  it  until  he  met  me  because  he  said  I  was  homlier 
than  any  man  he  had  ever  seen. 

Oh,  no  sir.  That  v/asn'_t  why  I  knew  you.  You're  a  great  man 
sir,  and  I  honor  you  for  Vi7hat  you  say.  The  country  will  say 
so  too  at  the  next  election. 

I  hope  you  are  a  good  prophet,  sir.     viJhat  station  is  this? 

Stonington,  and  i  must  be  at  my  post.     Good  luck  to  you,  sir. 

Stonington?    That  vms  v/here  Mr.  Eddy  was  to  gei:  on  to  meet  me. 
Yes,  there  he  is,  getting  into  this  coach. 

Are  you  Mr .  Lincoln,  sir?  ' 

Yes,  Mr.  Eddy,  it  was  mighty  nice  of  you  to  come  so  far  to  meet 
me.     I  appreciate  it  sir,   'tis  a  great  honor. 

'Tis  a  great  h©nor  to  have  you  speak  to  us,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
providence  is  looking  forward  to  a  great  treat  hhis  evening. 
Mj  wife  and  family  send  their  respects,  and  will  see  you  when 
you  stay  at  our  house,  tonight. 

They  chat  together  very  pleasantly  as  Lincoln,  telling  one 
story  after  another,  while  Mr.  Eddy  tries  to  remember  all 
tell  his  family. 
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Mr.  Sddy 
Lincoln 


Conductor 
Reader 


Mary  Eddy 


V.Tien  did  you  first  think  of  acting  against  slavery,  Mr. 
Lincoln? 

The  only  time  I  saw  a  slave  auctioned  off.    He  was  a  good 
looking  inulatte,  and  the  crov;d  treated  him  as  if  he  were  a  horse 
They  made  him  trot  up  and  dovm,  show  his  teeth;  and  oh,  the 
remarks  they  made .     It  v/as  quite  a  v/hile  ago,  but  I  made  up 
my  mind  that  if  I  ever  had  the  pov/er  to  talk  against  that 
crime,  I'd  do  it.     The  founders  of  Constitution  felt  strongly 
about  it,  too,  as  I  said  last  night  in  New  York.    A  lot  of 
people  did  not  like  my  speech. 

Providence'.     Providence  I    Leave  no  bundles  in  the  train. 
Next  sto  )  boston. 

AS  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Eddy  step  down  from  the  train,  the  waiting 
crowd  greets  them  v/ith  cheers. 

It  is  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  The 
hall  above  the  railroad  station  is  crowded  with  Providence 
people  anxious  to  hear  this  nl^ev;  oraxor  from  Illinois,  about 
whom  so  much  has  been  written,  who^ humorous  stories  are  on 
everyone's  lips,  and  vi^iose  New  York  speech  has  caused  so  much 
comment . 

Oh,  mother,  I 'was  never  so  excited  in  my  life.     Just  think, 
he  may  be  our  next  president!     We  can  say  he  stayed  at  our 
house . 


Mrs.  iiiddy 

Lydia 

Walter 

Mrs.  Eddy 

Reader 

Jenckes 


I  am  a  little  excited  ULyself ,  but  everything  is  in  perfect 
order.     Are  you  comfortable,  Lydia?     Can  you  see  the  stage? 

Qh,  yes,  thank  you,  Mrs.  Eddy.     It  was  good  of  you  to  let 
me  come  with  3^our  family. 

It's  a  great  night  but  I'm  worrying  about  the  horses.  The 
paper  this  morning  warned  everyone  about  horse  thieves.  I 
wouldn't  like  to  lose  Nancy. 

Your  father  v/ill  see  that  sh*:.  is  put  in  the  stable.  What 
worries  me  more  than  hoy(rse  thieves  is  fire.     There  was  such 
a  bad  one  on  Friendship  Street  last  night. 

Abraham  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Lddy  enter  the  hall  and.  are  warmly 
greeted.  Lincoln  niounts  the  steps  rather  wearily.  Thomas 
Jenckes  introduces  him. 

Gentlemen  and  ladies  of  providence  it  is  my  proud  privilege 
to  introduce  to  you  a  man,  will  knovm  in  the  Middle  '...-est, 
one  whose  name  is  becoming  more  and  more  familiar  to  us 
here  in  the  East.     He  is  tired  from  his  long  train  ride,  and 
so  very  briefly  may  I  introduce  to  you,  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  ..^braham  Lincoln,  champion  of  ibhe  common  man,  of 
labor,  and  of  diversified  and  prosperous  industry. 


Lincoln 


Cheers 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  i  am  a  little  mussed 
trip  from  New  York.  If  my  v/ife  were  here, 
say',  ''Abraham,  I  must  fix  you  up  a  bit  for 


up  after  m^  long 
I  know  she  vvouid 
these  city  folks" 
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— but  she  is  v/ay  back  in  Illinois  and  as  I  am  a  shy  man,  I 
would  not  dare  to  ask  any  of  Lhe  charming  ladies  I  see  be'fore 
me  to  fix  me  up  a  bit. 


Jenckes 


Reader 


Lincoln 


Laughter 

I  v/ould  like  to  tell  you  the  story  about  Daniel  w'ebster  and 
his  dirty  hands,  but  I  feel  that  first  I  must  enlarge  upon  the 
speech  I  made  last  night  in  New  York.    i''rom  the  Kew  York 
papers,  I  see  I  am  criticised  as  I  expected  to  be.     I  have 
endeavored  to  put  before  the  voters  a  serious  question--"Is 
t  .ere  anything  in  the  Constitution  v/hich  forbids  our  federal 
government  to  control  the  territories  as  to  establishment  of 
slavery  v/ithin  their  bounds?    Gentlemen,  while  my  opponent 
■Stephen  jouglas,  claims  there  is,  I,  v/ith  Qqual  foree  claim 
there  is  not. 

Wrong  as  we  think  slavery  is,  v/e  can  yet  afford  to  let  it 
alone  where  it  is,  buti^  can  v;e,  while  our  votes  vdll  prevent 
it,  allov7  it  to  spread  into  the  national  territories,  and  to 

over-run  us  here  in  the  free  states?  Let  us  have  faith 

that  right  makes  might,  and  in  that  faith  let  us  to  the  end 
dare  to  do  our  duty  as  vie  understand  it . 

Cheers 

Abraham  Lincoln,  Hurrah. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  on  the  part  of  the  voters  of  Providence,  and 
their  vdves  ana  children,  let  me  thank  you  heartily  for  what 
you  have  said. 

It  is  nov/  midnight  at  John  Eddy's  home  on  Washington  Street. 
Mr.  Lincoln,  after  eating  heartily  of  the  warm  supper  Ellen, 
the  Eddy's  servant,  has  prepared,  sits  feefore  the  fire  in  the 
front  parlour,  talking  seriously  with  Mr.  Eady  over  the  pro- 
bable effect  of  his  speech. 

I  know  I  shall  encounter  opposition  with  my  views  but  I 

believe  in  them  thoroughly.  -  I  shall  go  as  far  as  'go  say 

that  all  possible  means  must  be  resorted  to  rather  than 

have  this  mighty  nation  split  on  the  question  of  slavery. 

The  nation  must  be  united  and  if  to  further  that  end,  slavery  has 

to  be  abolished,  that  must  go  also, 


John  Eddy      You  are  very  convincing  in  your  arguments,  Mr.  Lincoln.  But 
I  rather  fear  the  activities  of  Douglas  and  the  Abolitionists 
will  bring  the  Country  to  a  sad  ending. 

Mrs.  Eddy      John,  you  are  much  too  serious  over  it  all,    Mr.  Lincoln,  you 
must  be  very  tired  after  your  long  journey  and  the  tension 
of  your  speech.    Your  room  is  ready  for  you.     Do  you  now  tiHk 
think  you  should  rest? 
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Reader  They  go  slowly  up  the  stairs,  and  Lincoln,  after  a  courteous 

goodnight  to  his  host  and  hostess,  closes  his  door.  Light- 
ing his  lamp,  he  peers  into  the  mirror. 

Lincoln         Just  the  saiae  homely  old  xibe ,  aren't  you?    And  you  think  you 
knov/  enough  to  help  your  country  out  of  the  muddle .     ivell , 
God  alone  knov/s  what  the  issue  will  he  and  what  vd.ll  be  the  ■ 
result.     I  reckon  he  also  knows  I'll  do  my  best  for  my  home- 
land--it's  mine  and  I  would  die  for  it  if  necessary.     Far  better 
men  have  done  the  same,     i-i.be,  it's  light  out  nov/,  if  you 
expect  to  catch  the  train  for  Kew  Hampshire  tomorrow. 


Reader 


And  thus  ended  another  visit  to  Rhode  Island  of  one  of  history's 
most  illustrious  figures. 


Dscerdbsr  10 »  11^36 


Mrs.  Alice  Collins  Glaason 
Adrainistration  Building 
SO  SmmaQr  Straet 

FTO-vid8nc9»  Bhodd  Island  ^ 
X^ar  liadam  t 

Will  fea  pilose  aeeerpt  our  slxnoers  tliaoks  for  tJie 
verjr  intarssting  radio  play  wMcii  you  pr«para4  cm  "When  Lincoln 
Gmm  f  o  PitJTldanca,* 

Tow.  will  also  fP'.ror  us  veiy  siucii  if  yoi  will  send  us  a 
psbotograjjJi  of  %h&  house  ^liare  ha  visitad  witSai  Mr.  ISddy.  Ilhis 
w©j,ld  be  vary  tretportant .  we  teiink,  in  our  collection  of  Linc:'lB 
picture-'S. 

Smlossd  yofu  will  plea.se  find  a  eopy  of  the  Linctoln  Lore 
raantl  aalBsg  Lincoln  trairels  and  I  think  yoi  will  o\»serre  that  we  do 
state, that  be  Tisited  in  gho4e  Island  in  1360. 

We  ara  very  gl'sd  indeed  to  enclose  cot>las  of  the  BiAy 
Latter  and  the  ?>etty«buig  Mdrsss  in  facsimila    a^jd  I  eagpect  itiis 
to  these  two  addresses  that  you  had  svjeciai  reference  in  your 
letter. 

We  will  he  reiy  glad  indeed  to  serro  you  in  any  way  pos- 
sihlo  in  fiimi^in^  Lincoln  infoimation,  and      ar^  semding  \md9r 
Separate  cover  eome  other  items  in  >^irh  y^u  my  be  interested. 

/  Teiy  truly  you^. 


Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


